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Service for Personal or Private Use: 28 November 2021 

 

Call to worship 

The Lord is near! The Lord is coming soon. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Amen. 

Opening Hymn  169 

 

   1  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

  born to set thy people free, 

  from our fears and sins release us, 

  let us find our rest in thee. 

   2  Israel's strength and consolation, 

  hope of all the earth thou art, 

  dear desire of every nation, 

  joy of every longing heart. 

   3  Born thy people to deliver, 

  born a child and yet a king, 

  born to reign in us for ever, 

  now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

   4  By thine own eternal Spirit 

  rule in all our hearts alone ;  

  by thine all-sufficient merit 

  raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

  

Prayer of Adoration 

God of Advent: 

where there is light, there is your 

kingdom; 

where there is hope, there is your 

kingdom; 

where there is community, there is your  

 

 

kingdom. 

Week by week, may we discern signs of  

your kingdom among us,  

and share them with others. 

Lord of Advent, 

signs can warn, annoy, inform and inspire. 

May we as your people be signs to your 

world  

of your longing to unite us all as one 

family – 

safe from things that can discourage us, 

alert to things that can divide us, 

appreciative of things that enrich us, 

and open to things that are kingdom-

shaped and spirit-filled. Amen. 

Hymn 180   

   1 O come, O come, Immanuel, 

  and ransom captive Israel, 

  that mourns in lonely exile here 

  until the Son of God appear :  

   Rejoice !   Rejoice !   Immanuel 

   shall come to you, O Israel. 

   2 O come, O come, O Lord of might 

  who to your tribes, on Sinai's height, 

  in ancient times did give the law 

  in cloud, and majesty, and awe :  

   3 O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 

  your own from Satan's tyranny ;  

  from depths of hell your people save, 

  and give them victory o'er the grave :  
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   4 O come, O Key of David, come, 

  and open wide our heavenly home ;  

  make safe the way that leads on high, 

  and close the path to misery :  

   5 O come, O Day-spring, come and 

cheer 

our spirits by your advent here ;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight :  

Latin, 18th century, based on the ancient 

Advent Antiphons 

translated by John Mason Neale (1811–

1866) 

  

Reading  Isaiah 41:1-10 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, 

    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and proclaim to her 

that her hard service has been 

completed, 

    that her sin has been paid for, 

that she has received from the LORD’s 

hand 

    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the LORD
[a]; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made 

low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be 

revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All people are like grass, 

    and all their faithfulness is like the 

flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    because the breath of 

the LORD blows on them. 

    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

    but the word of our God 

endures forever.” 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 

    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to 

Jerusalem,[c] 

    lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; 

    say to the towns of Judah, 

    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with 

power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies 

him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18430c
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Sermon 

We are now in the Season of Advent. 

Advent is a Season of awaiting the 

promise of Jesus' birth in Bethlehem and 

the hope of His Second Coming at the end 

of time. It is time we get ready for the 

mystery of Christmas. It is the season of 

hope and anticipation. Traditionally we 

think about themes such as hope, joy, 

peace, and love in the advent season. So, 

our topic for reflection this morning is 

hope. 

There was no hope in the days of Isaiah. 

The people of God were in Babylonian 

exile. There were plenty of uncertainties 

around them. It appeared that the nation 

of Israel was quickly coming to an end. But 

out of the darkness, a voice was heard 

that spoke of the light of hope that would 

touch the very soul of everyone. It was the 

Hope of Christ! The Hope of Christmas! 

Isaiah 9:2 says, "The people that walked in 

darkness have seen a great light: they that 

dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them hath the light shined." 

The text provides three practical pieces of 

advice if you lose hope in your life.     

Reassess the Situation  

"Be silent before me, you island! (Isa 

41:1)." People of God have come to this 

unexpected situation. But the prophets 

tell them to reassess where they are. 

Sometimes, to avoid losing hope, it is 

essential to have a reassessment of the 

problem.  

We need to see if that's something we 

wanted that badly in life. Because when 

we set goals or have some hope or dream 

that we're driving towards, we have to 

ensure that we address the three W's of 

goal setting: What, Why, and When. If we 

didn't have a strong enough reason why 

we wanted to achieve something, then we 

might have subconsciously given up on 

that goal long before we consciously 

realized it. God's word asks us: Go back 

and reassess the situation. 

So, be sure to look at the situation from a 

different light. You might end up seeing 

something you didn't see before, even if it 

hurts right now. 

Be Honest with Yourself 

"I have chosen you and have not rejected 

you." (v.9). One of the best ways to avoid 

losing hope in a situation is, to be honest 

with yourself. No matter what you hope or 

dream for in life, as long as you're honest 

with yourself, you can avoid a dreadful 

situation. When you're open along the 

way, you're not lying to yourself about the 

severity of a problem. 

Honesty breeds awareness, which in turn 

breeds adjusting your approach. When 

you are honest with yourself, you can 

modify how you tackle a situation to best 

deal with it. Always be honest in all 

conditions. It will breed a much happier 

and healthier path towards your goals. 
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Be sure of God's Word.  

God's word is our hope (v. 2, 3, 6). We 

need to hear God's word of hope. And 

that is why preaching is still essential. 

Therefore we need people who will open 

this book and share their experiences. 

When we hear God, we are given hope. 

We are all here today because we listened 

to this word consistently in various ways 

and with multiple people. We hear his 

story; we hear his heart. We hear his 

purposes, and we hear his plans. God's 

word is our hope because it is grounded in 

him. It is grounded in his character and his 

personality and purposes. God is a God of 

hope, and the word of God will stand 

forever.  

Advent is a season that encourages us to 

live with hope. Hope is not merely an 

excellent option that helps us temporarily 

clear an obstacle. It is essential to our 

survival. So, always remember to reassess 

the situation, be honest with yourself and 

be sure of God's word. Advent calls us to 

be hopeful. "Stand up, raise your heads! 

Your redemption, the Kingdom of God, is 

very near." Amen 

Hymn 404    

1  God's spirit is in my heart ;  

he has called me and set me apart. 

This is what I have to do, 

what I have to do :  

He sent me to give the good news to the 

poor, 

tell prisoners that they are prisoners no 

more, 

tell blind people that they can see, 

and set the down-trodden free, 

and go tell everyone 

the news that the kingdom of God has 

come ;  

and go tell everyone 

the news that God's kingdom has come. 

2  Just as the Father sent me, 

so I'm sending you out to be 

my witness throughout the world — 

the whole of the world :  

3  Don't carry a load in your pack ;  

you don't need two shirts on your back ;  

God’s workers can earn their own keep — 

can earn their own keep :  

   4  Don't worry what you have to say ;  

  don't worry, because on that day 

  God's spirit will speak in your heart — 

  will speak in your heart :  

v. 1 and refrain Alan T. Dale (1902–1979 

 

Intercessory Prayers 

Heavenly Father, as once again we 

prepare for Christmas, help us to find time 

in our busy lives for quiet and thought and 

prayer, that we may reflect upon the 

wonder of your love and allow the story of 

the Saviour’s birth to penetrate our hearts 

and minds. So may our joy be deeper, our 

worship more real, and our lives worthier 

of all that you have done for us through 
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the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

 

We pray for the church: 

 

 For the wider Christian family who 

will be celebrating this festival in so many 

different ways, and for those who dare 

not celebrate openly. 

 

 For Christians in countries where 

there is persecution. 

 

 For our Church family. 

Grant that all who come into our church 

this Christmas time may be enabled to 

renew their relationship with you. Help us 

all to be glad of your presence, and to 

rejoice at the coming of Jesus.  

 

We pray for peace: 

 Give peace to the world 

 

 Give peace to the victims of war, 

the refugees, the widowed and the 

orphans. 

 

 Give peace to to those who have 

quarrelled and need to be reconciled. 

 

 Give peace in our own divided 

hearts. 

We know that without justice there can be 

no peace. Let peace come when all people 

are respected, regardless of race and 

religion. Let peace come when trading 

weapons of mass destruction is a crime. 

Let peace come when the earth’s 

resources are used wisely for the common 

good. Let peace come through the 

transformation of our lives that we may 

do justice, love and kindness and walk 

humbly with our God. 

 

Your Son came as the Prince of Peace and 

brought a message of Peace for all people. 

Help us to be peacemakers in our own 

homes, at our work or wherever we meet 

people, so that the peace and goodwill of 

Christmas can find a place in the hearts of 

all people. 

 

We pray for homeless people and for 

refugees who have no country to call their 

own. Let your blessing be with those who 

work to help the homeless this Christmas, 

and give to all of us the determination to 

help where we can. 

 

We pray for people who are lonely, those 

who are lonely because they have lost a 

partner, those who are lonely because no-

one seems to care, those who are lonely 

because of handicap or illness. Let your 

presence be with those who are alone at 

this season of friendship and may we take 

your friendship to those whom we know 

will be alone this Christmas. 

 

We pray for friends and family who are ill 

at this time, and remember them in the 

quietness of our hearts. We bring them to 

you in the confidence that you love them 
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and know their every need and that your 

healing power is still the same today. Bless 

all that is being done for their recovery 

and answer our prayers as you see best 

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for 

the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen 

 

Closing Hymn  186   

 1  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 

Lord !  

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit 

voice ;  

tender to me the promise of his word ;  

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 2  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 

name !  

Make known his might, the deeds his arm 

has done ;  

his mercy sure, from age to age the same ;  

his holy name — the Lord, the Mighty 

One. 

 3  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 

might !  

Powers and dominions lay their glory by ;  

proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to 

flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

4  Tell out, my soul, the glories of his 

word !  

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

to children's children and for evermore !  

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.
 
1926) 

Based on the Magnificat 

 

Benediction 

Go in the light of faith and shine brightly. 

Go in the strength of faith and be bold. 

Go in the love of God the Father,  

the peace of Jesus the Son, 

and the power of the Holy Spirit  

be blessed this Advent and always.  

Amen. 


